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i five months ot Tl xpress, Joeon: Juequis
Senar Sebreiber, the merenrial jonrnal-
ist-turned-politician, wae in the nidst
of anather power play desivied to reved
editorial contral over Uie flowishing
influentic! magazine he founded oiahte
con years ago, :

JiSS, as he Jikes 1o ead? Tiimse)!, Ly
his originad Jiberal tabloid iule a wnasle
inglv succossful U.S-stvle newsmar
i 3085, en Ieft it to embark g
stonny political carcer canly Tast voar,
Ruvning as i Caallist candidade {or o
parlicinentary seal fn Nancy, the 47
vomr-old Jean-Jacques sl won o st
ning victory., Bul nine months oy, e
decided 10 run as well agninst Promisy
Jacqoes Chabaonr Dalimas in Bordeons ol
sufllered a0 defeal so hoamiliestine that

many Irench political obacrvers holiove
I elfectively killed any idea 1155 held

of atinining national palities) office. It
was not Jong after the Bordeany disosier
that Jean-Jeeques wade Lis first move {o
reassert his ‘dominance al 1 lxpress. In
Javuary of s yeur, to Ue apeu consier
nation of many staflers, 1158 ousted his
younger  brother Jean-Louis from lis
posiion as chiefl executive of e Servan-
Schreiber family’s publishing  cinpire,
Je Groupe FExpress (Neveswing, Tan.
11). At the same time, 1155 also wanglod
himsell a toe hold on the macazine by
winiing buck a weekly political column
he had abandoned when he entered
politics.

Frizind: Tu reasserting wmuch of 1is for-
mer power al JExpress, however, )J5§
has alicnated many of its top editors and
execulives, mosl of whom lie Wimsell had
hived in the past. At the magazine

s top
ecliclons, thare are now many who {ear
that Jean-Jacques’s yeturmn will COMPIo-
mise Ilixpress’s editovial independence
Dy temning it into a pltform for his own
sUll smoldering politicol ambitions, 1
most among J1SS’s antagonists is Olivier
Chevrillon, an erstwhile friend and col-
leagne, who is currently the macazing’s
president,. Two onils ego, Cheviillon
complained that Jewi-Jacques had  ex-
ceeded the limils of a SHE0,000 winmual
fund the snagazive had given lim for his
personal and professional use--a chavee
that J1SS labels as “phony.” Irom Noney,
which remains his home hase, word

quickly leaked out Usaty Lo lioopas suag
out 1o “have the ]1(‘;%"‘5&6\’#1(:}'\1195‘»Re

I adove tronch warfare,” 1188 was guot-
ed as suying
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sponsibility wnd political responsibilite
Jean-Jnequeds own cdoguent words on
the subject were then cmbarrassingly
resurrected. Avd the senjor editors con-
uded with o Dhou
they vould “cousider ony mcosure, di-
veet or indireet, to bring bacl 1o the dic
rection of 1P press a man who is now o
politiciam as a de facto mndification of the
magazine’s nadure fand wel could not ae-
cepl this ransformation.” Spealdne for his
cleven other colleagues as well, manas-
g cditor Clande Linbarl pul the issue
very simply: “We don’t want 1o wave
politics for a parly or a mms.”
For the man in question, there i also
a stk simplicity 1o the hatde for 1.715x-
prass. “The problem s control,” 1758 told
Niwsweri's Steve Saler soon aflter e
manilesio of the editors was poblished.
“The editors thought the magazine was
theirs. T ecan’t compromise with that. I'm
the protector of the macazine,” 1le also
ruled oul any possibility of compromise
with Chewrillon, “ICs just agaression,”
Jean Jueques said, “an allempl {o scize
the magazine”
Wine At this point, there is litile doul
that JISS can win the corrent yound and
succeed in ousting Choveillon. The actu-
al firing will probably occur Jater this
month al a stockholders” mecting; Jean-
Jacques and two of his sisters control
more than 60 por cont of the company’s
09/2871 €
BRI T AT
the batile, iU conld tinnn oat that J]188 will
loze the v For these is aoreal daneer

alfimation that

journalistic re-

ot 5f :]/. ool

for poron dedin

zine {oo Ji
i

stafi vl e

cnd Turiher v
dry in bl avon’d nevitably ot heoys
iy dnto Bt 1 presss guality and it
prestgs

15

‘]H':

I ends 1o shrao off Ui

SAhrest ol @ Jawge seale coodus o Uy
magevindG's citovs, “Uny ono! o fivine
them,” he dechiercs, Lot shoul! they

1 .

\, s lie could i

at hie he
adT uewhicre, Other 1y
Lodly ws singnine,

VT swms an one
oo have 1o be
‘ o prospeel of Lis
own enlerprie being destroy ]

SCujor ¢ centiv
]'l‘(i.&\'\_ﬁu.?i]i‘

ASRDPE8-01314R000300480053-3

{
!



